ST. MICHAEL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY PENTECOST — 24 SEPTEMBER 2023
Readings: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16

Hymn 411, O Bless The Lord, O My Soul! His Grace To Thee Proclaim!

THE WORD OF GOD
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O Lord, apen our lips. And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
Praise the Lord. The Lord’'s Name be praised.
The cantor sings the Trisagion, and all sing twice:
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The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxicus about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. The people are seated.

A Reading from the Book of Jonah
The Prophet Jonah is angry because God shows mercy to the repentant city that Jonah has gone to great
trouble to denounce.
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity
that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very dispteasing to Jonah, and he became angry.
He prayed to the LORD and said, "0 LORD! Is not this what | said white | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish
at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready
te refent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And
the LoRD said, “Is it right for you fo be angry?” Then Jonah went cut of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The LORD God appointed a bush,
and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about
the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he
might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than 1o live.” But God said o Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough fo die.” Then the LORD said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should | not be concerned about Nineveh,
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from

their teft, and also many animals?” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psaim 145 s a hymn of praise 1o the Lord who is mighty in deeds yet tender and compassionate.
The cantor sings the refrain; all repeat; and sing as indicated by R.
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The Lord is gra-cious and full of com~-pas-sion.

I will exalt you, © God my King, and bless your Name for ever and ever. Every day wil! | bless you and praise your Name for ever
and ever. R. Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; there is no end to his greatness. One generation shall praise your works
to another and shall declare your power. R. { will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works.
They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, and | will tell of your greatness. R. They shall publish the remembrance of
your great goodness; they shalt sing of your righteous deeds. The Lord is gracious and full of compassicn, slow to anger and of
great kindness. R.

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

In this reading, Paul tells the Philippians that he would prefer to be with Christ beyond death, but he
recognizes that he still has good work to do in his earthly iife.

Te me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If 1 am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labar for me; and | do not know which
{ prefer. | am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 1o depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in
the flesh is more necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in faith, so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and see you or am absent and hear
about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel,
and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And
this is Ged's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him
as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
all stand:

O friends in gladness, let us sing supernal anthems echoing, Alleluia, alleluia!
To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One. Alleluia! (5x)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.
After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and | wili pay
you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And
about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, "Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.' He said te them, 'You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came,
the awner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Cali the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first” When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked enly one hour, and you have made them equal
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scarching heat.” But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, | am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this
last the same as | give to you. Am [ not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because |
am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospef of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon -- The Rev. Michael L. Bradley, rector

Our Affirmation of Faith - What do we believe?

We believe in God:
Whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives, whose love was made human in Jesus of
Nazareth, whose love was crucified by the evil that can entrap us.

Therefore, though we sometimes are fearful and doubting, we trust in God, and in the Name of Jesus Christ,
we commit ourselves:

To the service of others, to seek justice, and to live in peace,
To care for the earth, to share the commonwealth of God's goodness,
To live in the freedom of forgiveness, the power of the spirit of Love,
And in the company of the faithful, to be the Church. For the glory of God. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Let us pray with confidence, responding “Lord hear our prayer.”
O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, service, and praise. R.
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family. R.
Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, and inspire us to hunger and thirst for what is right. R.
Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all may share the good things you provide. R.
Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of those who are sick in body or in mind. R.
Set free all who are bound by fear and despair. R.
Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and your comfort to those who mourn. R.

Prayers are offered for those on the parish prayer list, for special concerns and for thanksgivings.
Lori Pranior, Susan Rich, Lynn Kerber, Ed Haug, Donald Burton, Jim Veit, Karen Schulze

The people are invited to offer their own prayers and petitions.
We pray also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence is kept, then all pray together:

Have mercy upon us; Most merciful God, in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown things done
and left undone, and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people: Hear our prayers, receive our penitence and forgive our sins. Pour out your
strength and courage upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for others, but by
serving them generously and faithfully in your name. All this we ask in Jesus's Name. Amen.



HOoLY COMMUNION

All persons are invited to share in the Eucharist and to receive the gifts of Christ’s Presence in bread and wine. The bread
is received in the palm of the right hand supported by the left; the wine by sipping from the cup or by dipping the bread.
If you desire a blessing instead of receiving Communion, let the priest know when you come forward. Communion can
also be brought to you where you are seated, (f that (s more convenient; please speak with a greeter.

Anthem: Brethren, We Have Met To Worship; Text, George Atkins; Music, "Holy Manna”
Brethren, we have met to worship, and adore the Lord our God; Will you pray with all your power while we try to preach the
Word? All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down. Brethren, pray and Holy manna will he showered all around.
Sisters will you join and help us? Moses' sister aided him. Yes we'll help the trembling mourners who are struggling hard with sin!
Tell them all about the Savior. Tell them that he will be found. Sisters pray and Holy manna will be showered all around. Let us
love our God supremely, Let us love each other, too; Let us love and pray for sinners, til cur God makes all things new; Then he’ll
call us home to heaven; At His table we'll sit down; Christ Himself will serve us, with sweet manna all around.

Hymn 541, Come, Labor On. Who Dares Stand idle On The Harvest Plain

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give you thanks toyou . . . . .
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord; God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.
The celebrant continues with the Prayer of Consecration, Memorial Acclamation, and Great Amen.
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The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them and remember that Christ died for you.
Feed on him in your hearts by faith, and be filled with thanks.
After all have received, please stand and pray together:

Everliving God; We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of his Body,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. Now send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and
for ever. Amen.
The mercy, grace and peace of God: Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,
by upon and remain with you, this day and forever. Amen.
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Thanks be to God.

Hymn (insert); Sent Forth By God’s Blessing, Our True Faith Confessing

Our Mission: We share the light of Christ by loving and serving our neighbors in the world.
20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mi 48236
313-884-4820 office@simichaelsgpw.ora  www.simicnaelsgpw.org
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